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LEVEL 1	 ■	 High school diploma or equivalent

LEVEL 2	 ■	 SC Early Childhood Education Credential Level 1 – (3 ECE credit hours)
	 ■	 Degree out of field with no ECE credit hours

LEVEL 3	 ■	 SC Early Childhood Education Credential Level 2 – (12 ECE credit hours)
	 ■	 Current/Valid National Child Development Associate (CDA)
	 ■	 Current/Valid Montessori credential recognized by MACTE

LEVEL 4	 ■	 SC Early Childhood Education Credential Level 3 – (21 ECE credit hours)
	 ■	 Early Childhood Certificate/Diploma – (27 ECE credit hours)
	 ■	 Associate’s degree or higher out of field and a current Montessori credential 		
		  recognized by MACTE
	 ■	 Associate’s degree or higher out of field and a current CDA

LEVEL 5	 ■	 Associate’s degree or higher in related field and a current Montessori Credential 	
	 	 recognized by MACTE
	 ■	 Associate’s degree or higher in related field and a current CDA
	 ■	 Associate’s degree in a related field with 18 ECE credit hours
	 ■	 Associate’s degree in an unrelated field with 27 ECE credit hours
	 ■	 Bachelor’s degree or Higher out of field with 12 ECE credit hours

LEVEL 6	 ■	 Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood Education
	 ■	 Bachelor’s Degree in related field with 12 ECE credit hours
	 ■	 Bachelor’s Degree or Higher out of field with 27 ECE credit hours

LEVEL 7	 ■	 Bachelor’s Degree in a related field with 18 ECE credit hours
	 ■	 Master’s or Doctorate Degree in a related field and 12 ECE credit hours 

LEVEL 8	 ■	 Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood
	 ■	 Master’s or Doctorate Degree in a related field and 18 ECE credit hours 

LEVEL 9	 ■	 Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education
	 ■	 Doctoral Degree in related field with 18 ECE credit hours

LEVEL 10	 ■	 Doctoral Degree in Early Childhood Education

■  Foundational Tier 

■  Entry Education Tier in ABCQ

■  Skilled Education Tier in ABCQ

■  Accomplished Education Tier in ABCQ


